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State legislator expresses concern
- Escapes from sex offender facility alleged

By Baary ViGLmEmo _ repmhadtobeﬂed.saxdl’w
hen the state Depamnmt quﬂmgoftl:neAugustZﬂDS
of Health placed the kive- palioe repartwas verified by Sgt.

nile Sex Offender facility at the ~ Arlens Apuna of the Pearl City i

site af the former Waimano Palice Station. i

Hame in 2000, Pear] City resi- According to Tina Donker-

dents vehemently objected. wvoet, chief of the DOH Child and

Community members were con-  Adolescent Mental Health Divi-

cerned that clients could escape siom, the inci-

from the facility, which is locat- dent lasted
ed near two schools, so the site anly 20 min-
was secured. utes.

DOH contracted with Bench- Fernandez
mark Behavioral Health to man- also alleges
age the operation, and Bench- that the same
maxk officials assured residents -client involved
that “clopements” ar escapes 4 in the Aug. 13
would not be a problem. M : incident

According to former Bench- Tami - escaped while
mark employee Greg Fernandez, being trans-
however, several elopements by ported from
Benchmark’s Pearl City dients Peath:tyto}momappwfm
have oocurred. a court date. The youth report-

Fernandez, who quit his edly escaped again an Jan. 26 of
job at Benchmark, now works this year from the Hilo Airport,
for the state in a different capac-  but was ed soon after.

1ty"Heaﬂemstl:atorxet=lc'1:e~.

ment happened an Avg. 13, 2005.
According t» Feynandez, a
gate to the facilty was opened so
Benchmark clients could pick
fruit while beng supervised
staff. Bant ape boy bolted and ran
- _toward. homes near Pearl City

High.
FPernandez said that he canght
up with the client and success-
fully cajoled him'to return to the:
site. However, the process did
take some time, and a police

Cails to the Hilo Palice Depart-
ment o confirm the incident
were not returned.
Dankervoet said that, over
the past six years, lour cdope-
ments have ocanred from the

by Pearl City fadlity, with three of

were. being transported to and
from court.
“Benchmark has changed the
protoca] for transport to court,*
Donkervoet said. “We do mare
videoconferencing and we've
increased searrity during trans-

port, etther with judiciary

‘d:partmand:mﬂsagvbm

dxyatcauseﬁn-gtutoon-
cern,” said Rep. Roy Takumi,
who represents parts of Pearl

program was supposed to
be volantary, and if anyone
violated the rules, they were
supposed to be sent to
Koolan,” which is the state
Youth Carrectional Facility on
the Windward side.

“Clearly, Benchmark has not
lived up to its comrmitment to
the community,” said the state

Alea actress Shawna Masuda (n middie), who sters
as Miliie Dilmount in the Diamond Head Theatre

production of “Thoroughly Modam Mille,” said she's
“thoroughly thrilad” about the play being extend-

Prow carmsy o Oerorg Thante

“Thoroughly Modern’ Masuda

ed. Caich Masuda in her eading role a DHT
through Oct. 15 For more infonmation, call 733-
0274, or go o the DHT Web site at wwav.diamond
heathealre com.




